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PREFACE 

 
The 6th International Symposium on Spatial Accuracy Assessment in Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences 
and the 15th Annual Conference of The Environmetrics Society (TIES) met jointly June 28 – July 1, 2004, at the 
Holiday Inn By The Bay in Portland, Maine, USA.  The objectives of the meeting reflected the continuing emphases 
of both series: (1) to establish a forum for the exchange of views among experts from environmental sciences, 
natural resources, spatial statistics, and geographic information science, and (2) to develop further the theory and 
practice of the quantification of environmental and natural resource processes and the uncertainties associated with 
them. Success was due primarily to over 100 excellent presentations by plenary speakers, authors of invited and 
contributed papers, and a variety of posters. Topics discussed reflected the diversity of interests and high level of 
expertise among the international participants 
 
Both series have a long international history.  The Spatial Accuracy Symposium series began in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, USA in 1994, followed by meetings in Fort Collins, Colorado, USA in 1996; in Quebec, Canada in 1998; 
in Amsterdam, The Netherlands in 2000; and in Melbourne, Australia in 2002.  The most recent annual TIES 
conferences were in Sheffield, England in 2000; in Portland, Oregon, USA in 2001; in Genoa, Italy in 2002; and in 
Johannesburg, South Africa in 2003. This joint meeting in 2004 continued the tradition of excellence of both series, 
while promoting greater interaction among their respective participants.  To this end, the organizers gratefully 
acknowledge the contributions of the following alphabetically listed members of the Program Committee: 
Montserrat Fuentes (North Carolina State University, USA), Anders Grimval (Linköpings Universitet, Sweden), 
Gerard B.M. Heuvelink (Wageningen University and Research Centre, The Netherlands), H. Todd Mowrer (Rocky 
Mountain Research Station, USA), Elena N. Naumova (Tufts University, USA), Gregory A. Reams (Southern 
Research Station, USA), E. Marian Scott (University of Glasgow, UK),  Paul C. Van Deusen (National Council for 
Air and Stream Improvement, USA), and James Zidek (University of British Columbia, Canada). 
 
As a step in the continuing evolution of the Spatial Accuracy Symposium series, the editors of these joint 
proceedings decided to move from formal – and expensive – hard-copy print publication to this electronic format. 
With authors already submitting manuscripts electronically in professional format, it seemed a logical step to simply 
compile the “papers” on an inexpensive CD for distribution to participants at the conference. Participants can then 
read and/or download those papers of most interest to them. We greatly appreciate the extra effort of the authors in 
carefully following the formatting instructions designed by our editorial consultant Bob Hamre, retired editor for the 
Rocky Mountain Research Station. Because the manuscripts were submitted in pdf files, they did not receive 
conventional editing after submission, and there will likely be some minor formatting inconsistencies – a small price 
to pay for the speed and economy of electronic publication. The views expressed in each paper are those of the 
author(s), of course, and not necessarily those of the sponsoring organizations or the USDA Forest Service (which is 
underwriting the publication costs).  
 
June 2004 
 
Ronald E. McRoberts, Program Chair 
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